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Westoncreek.org.au 
info@westoncreek.org.au 

PO Box 3701 
Weston Creek ACT 2611 

Chris Steel 
Minister for Transport and City Services    5 April 2020 
ACT Government 
Canberra ACT 
 
steel@act.gov.au 
 
Dear Chris, 
 

Response to latest plan for temporary additional parking at Cooleman 
Court 

 

I am responding to correspondence I received from Melynda Kensey of your 
Directorate this week about the revised plans for the proposed temporary 
parking at Cooleman Court. I felt it best to respond to you directly to outline 
Council’s views on this proposal.  

It is council’s view that the key problem is the provision of parking at peak 
times, predominately mid-morning to mid-afternoon Saturday and some other 
shorter periods during the week. The remainder of the time, while the parking 
provision is busy, demand for parking is being met. Expediting provision of 
shopping and other services at Coombs, Wright or the Molonglo Group Centre 
may mitigate the pressure into the future, or it may not, which means there 
can be no certainty about the temporary use of the land for a car park.  

There has also been significant additional pressure on the area through the 
increased and very welcome bus services using Parkinson St, and passengers 
using convenient parking around the Centre. It may be time to consider 
repurposing some of the significant infrastructure set aside for bus services 
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that are no longer offered, as well as moving remaining services from Brierly St 
to the Parkinson Street bus station. 

Council also observes what seems to be the infrequent attention to compliance 
with parking regulations around Cooleman Court by ACT Parking Operations 
may have also contributed to the current issues. While reluctant to encourage 
the issuance of penalties to residents, perhaps it is time for a stronger 
regulatory stance to encourage turnover consistent with the zoning. 

This issue generates significant community interaction through our 
communication channels, including direct approaches to our committee 
members and through our Website and Facebook pages. Very few people do not 
have an opinion. There is also significant interest in the issue from local media.  

Council is aware of the pressure the ACT Budget is under given the current 
COVID-19 outbreak and suggests the funds allocated to this project may well 
be needed to assist with the public health and related demands over the next 
few months. Also, during the pandemic period the way the community uses the 
Centre has changed and the demand for parking is suppressed. This provides a 
useful opportunity to call for a pause. 

Council’s current view is that the provision of the estimated 65 additional car 
spaces does not justify the disruption that will be caused to the Watling Place 
residents by the project during construction and operation as well as the 
broader community during the construction phase.  There is also a range of 
ongoing community safety risks which we feel do not appear to have been 
considered appropriately, for example the proposed entry via the roundabout.  

Seeing demand for parking around Cooleman Court will be suppressed for 
some time, I would suggest a delegation from Council meet with officials from 
your Directorate [virtually] to discuss alternatives that could cost effectively 
yield a similar (or greater) number of additional parking places in the vicinity, 
through more efficient use of the current allocation. Some alternative 
suggestions that have been advanced from the community are shown at 
attachment A.  In doing this we need to be conscious of those businesses who 
operate outside the Cooleman Court Centre and plan for how their parking may 
be accommodated so as to not impact on their day to day operations. 

Finally, I have to say that in the current circumstances Council’s current 
position is to lodge an objection to the development application that would be 
lodged for this project. 
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As always, I am more than happy to discuss this further with you or your 
officials. 

Regards 

 

 
Tom Anderson 
Chair 
Weston Creek Community Council 
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Attachment A 

Suggested Cooleman Court alternative parking options 

 Ensure all existing parking restrictions apply over 7 days. Existing 
signage is a mixture of Monday-Friday and 7 day restrictions, with no 
apparent logical methodology. Consistency would assist turnover occurs 
on weekends, especially Saturday peak times.  

 Replace existing 3 hour parking zone with 2 hour zones, valid 7 days per 
week: Would increase potential use of the zone by up. to 50 spaces 

 Apply 2 hour parking restrictions for on street parking in Parkinson 
Street and Watling Place. Involves 30 spaces 

 Move designated motorcycle parking to the wider, under utilised footpath 
areas including Brierly St and Trennery Square. Additional 2 spaces 

 Consider applying 2 hour parking restrictions to all Liardet Street 
parking. Involves 50 spaces 

 Convert Liardet St bus layover to 2 hour angle parking. Additional 10 
spaces 

 Convert Liardet St Park and Ride spaces to 2 hour angle parking 
Additional 10 spaces  

 Convert Commons Circuit all day parking to 1 or 2 hour parking zone 
dependent on business needs. Involves up to 20 spaces 

 Clarify situation with carpark adjoins Kingsley's Chicken/Crust Pizza. 45 
spaces quarantined 

 Convert unnamed link lane in Trenerry St to 2 hour parking zone. 
Additional 4 spaces 

 Convert McLeod Circuit to 2 hour parking dependent on business needs. 
Up to an additional 15 spaces 

 Halve loading zone provision on Brierly St Western side. Additional 2 
spaces 

 Convert existing Brierly St bus zone to 30 minute parking zone, with all 
bus services redirected to Parkinson St. Additional 5 spaces 

 Convert Brierly St taxi rank to 30 minute parking, making provision for 
taxi rank on Parkinson St, excising space from bus stop. Alternatively, 
halve provision. Additional 4 spaces or 2 spaces 

 Redesign Northern car park, along lines of Southern car park. One-way 
loop, with additional spaces provided adjacent McDonalds and 
elimination of awkward dog leg design. Entry via Liardet, exit via Brierly 
St. Additional 20 spaces  
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 Designate part of Dillon Place carpark as Park and Ride 
 Clearly sign post availability of all-day parking in Dillon Place 
 Expedite announced expansion of North Weston Park and Ride facility 

and develop Park and Ride facilities on the vacant land at the Weston 
Creek terminus 

 Adjust R7 bus route via Duffy and Holder and promoting the wide 
eligibility for concessional or free travel to reduce car dependence for 
trips to Centre.  This will also need a re-routing of Route 66 as I 
understand it 

 Engagement with Mirvac and Weston Creek commercial community 
about ready availability of all-day parking for their staff at Dillon Pl, and 
reliable public transport links. 

 Develop a regulatory regime to ensure users of the parking have a high 
level of compliance. Likely to free up 30 spaces  

 Fall back positions could be to extend Dillon Place car park to surround 
the tennis courts subject to issues with water and sewerage 
infrastructure. 

 

 


