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What is light rail? 

Modern, efficient and highly 
effective public transport 
Integrates into urban areas 
Low floor 
Energy efficient 
Smooth, stable and highly 
reliable transport 
High capacity, can carry 200-
300 passengers 
Used in over 400 cities 
worldwide 
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Light rail trend in Australia 
Gold Coast 
Newcastle 
Sydney 

Canberra 
Melbourne 
Adelaide 

Perth 
Darwin 
Sunshine Coast 

Western Sydney 

Hobart 
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Benefits of light rail 
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Reduced congestion 
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Activating the City Centre 
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Property values and rents 

 

Location                 Impact of light rail Variable used 

Newcastle (United Kingdom) 20 per cent         House Prices            

Freiburg     15 – 20 per cent    Office Rents            

Strasbourg                  10 – 15 per cent    Office Rents            

Portland    10 per cent         House Prices            

  Rouen                       10 per cent         Residential Rents &  House prices              

  Route 96 (Inner North of 
Melbourne)*                    

9 Per cent          Residual land value     

Portland Gresham            > 5 per cent        Residential Rents       

 

Source: Hass-Klau, Crampton and Benjari (2004), Economic Impact of Light 
Rail: The Results of 15 Urban Areas in France, Germany, UK and North America, Environmental & Transport Planning and 
*SGSTable: Impact of Light Rail on property values 
 



A vision for Canberra: Building a sustainable city May 2014 

Jobs stimulus 

Light rail and associated development typically 
supports significant job numbers 
Jobs are typically supported in the following areas: 

Construction and electrical 
Haulage 
Engineers and other technical 
Planners 
Administration 
Retail 
Services (EG Health) 
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Stage 1 route 

Coordinated planning across 
government and industry 
Government owned land on the 
corridor 
Relatively simple stage one 
construction corridor 
Up skill of local workforce 
Investment opportunities not 
available to other cities in Australia 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 

Terminus TBC 
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Why this route? 

Gungahlin 1993 Gungahlin 2013 
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Connection to the city plan 
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Operations in Canberra 

Services every 10 minutes 
Capacity of around 200 
Target journey time of around 25min 
Journey times are driven by: 

Stop numbers 
Traffic light numbers 
Ability to avoid congestion 
Light phasing 
Loading times 
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Light rail can transform cities 
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Infrastructure boom in Minneapolis 

before service begins 

 The 11 mile light rail to open 
June 2014 
The Green Line light rail 
project has been a major 
investment drawcard 
From 2009 to 2014 more than 
$2.5 billion was invested in 
121 projects 
43 further major projects have 
been announced 
Job generation has exceeded 
5,445  
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 Delivered in late 2007 
 Carries 20,000 trips per day 
 Increased PT patronage by 40% to 

and from Glenelg 
 Economic analysis demonstrated 

from 2008 to 2011: 
 - An extra 1354 jobs within 400m of 

the light rail system 
 - An associated economic value of that 

far exceeded the cost of the 
construction and a resulting BCR 
that exceeded the rating used 
during project planning 

 

 

Glenelg Tram Extension 

Source: 
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Life around light rail 

Melbourne, VIC 
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Life around light rail 

Zaragoza, Spain 
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Life around light rail 

Orleans, France 
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Life around light rail 

Nice, France 
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Funding and procurement 

 Cost estimate development 
Procurement model selection 
Engaging with the market 
Taking learnings from Sydney, Gold Coast and Adelaide  
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Communications and consultation 
Consultation in June and July 
City pop-up shop 
Social media - facebook and twitter 
Community events 
Ongoing briefings 
Branding and education ramping up 
School and community programs 
Libraries 
 
 

 capitalmetro.act.gov.au 
@CapitalMetroACT 
CMAFeedback@act.gov.au 
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Light Rail Master Plan 

 • The Light Rail Master Plan will examine options 
for a potential future light rail network for the 
Territory. 
 

• Technical analysis of all light rail route and 
network options, stations and stops has 
commenced. 
 

• Stakeholder consultation with Community 
Councils will occur in June to inform the 
development of the draft Light Rail Master Plan.  

 
• Community consultation of the draft Light Rail 

Master Plan will occur in September and 
October. 
 

• The Light Rail Master Plan will be finalised in 
early 2015.  
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Capital Metro 
New Century, New Connections 


